ORDINANCE NO.
25-3

AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE A PROCESS FOR THE ROUTINE AND ANNUAL
INSPECTION OF MOBILE FOOD VENDORS, FOR AN INSPECTION FEE OF $25.00,
IN ADDITION TO THE $25.00 ADMIN FEE FOR ALL PERMIT APPLICATIONS, AS
WELL AS THE ANNUAL BUSINESS LICENSE FEE, ENSURING MOBILE FOOD
VENDORS ARE OPERATING IN A SAFE MANNER, AS WELL AS ENSURING
COMPLIANCE WITH THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ORGANIZATIONS SUCH
AS BUT NOT LIMITED TO (SCDA) AND (SCFC) REGARDING MOBILE FOOD
VENDORS, REDUCING POTENTIAL HAZARDS THAT MAY THREATEN PUBLIC
SAFETY, WHILE ASSISTING WITH CONTINUITY OF THE BUSINESS.

Mobile food vendors have grown in popularity and have become a routine
attraction at special events and local venues. Our goal is to ensure these
operations are conducted in a safe manner, reducing potential hazards that may
threaten public safety, while assisting the business with continuity of their
operation.

Routine inspections will be conducted for mobile food vendors to identify and
eliminate basic fire hazards, educate vendors on potential hazards, and promote a
safe and livable community. Vendors must submit a completed Mobile Food
Vendor Permit Application, successfully pass the inspection, and receive the
necessary permits before commencing operations.

This permit does not replace the vendor’s obligation to obtain a Town Business
License or coordinate and comply with Zoning requirements. The operator is
responsible for complying with all applicable requirements of the South Carolina
Department of Agriculture (SCDA) and Regulation 61-25.

The 2021 South Carolina Fire Code (SCFC) Section 319 includes regulations for
Mobile Food Preparation Vehicles and is mandated for statewide adoption on
January 1, 2023. A self-survey has been created (contained in this packet) to assist
with achieving and maintaining compliance with some of the common issues
impacting mobile vendors. Some of the significant changes contained within the
latest edition of the code include:


https://agriculture.sc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Regulation61-25_RetailFoodEstablishments_2024_digital.pdf

o Operations that produce grease-laden vapors will require the installation of
an exhaust hood that is protected by an automatic fire extinguishing
system.

o Alisted LP- gas alarm will be installed, in accordance with manufactures
specifications, in vehicles that are near LP-Gas components.

o Fuel gas systems shall be inspected annually by an approved inspection
agency. The approved inspection agency shall affix a tag on the fuel gas
system or within the vehicle indicating the name of the inspection agency
and the date of the satisfactory inspection.

Safety is our number one priority. The program is intended to eliminate basic fire
hazards while educating our vendors, promoting a safe community, and reduce the
potential of business interruption from a preventable hazard. Additional safety
information can be found from the National Fire Protection Association on

the NFPA Food Truck Fact Sheet.

Interested vendors will need to complete the Mobile Food Vendor Permit
Application. Our goal is to process all complete applications within approximately
6 business days and then schedule your inspection after all fees have been

paid. We encourage all applicants to utilize the Town of St. Stephen’s website
www.ststephensc.gov to submit applications, receive updates, schedule
inspections, pay fees, and expedite the process. Paper applications will not be
accepted after January 1, 2026.

Category of Mobile Food Vendors

o Category Aincludes a trailer, vehicle or similar and warm or reheat food
and/or utilize portable power or fuel systems.

o Category Bincludes a trailer, vehicle or similar and conducts mobile food
preparation that includes cooking food (producing grease laden vapors).

Process:

Once a complete application packet has been received by the system, which
includes all associated documents, the review process will begin. Upon completion
of the initial review, the applicant will receive either an email notification of
missing documentation or notification to pay the associated fees and schedule the
inspection. The applicant may then request an inspection through the Town of St.


https://www.charleston-sc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/25710
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/25707/Permit_Application_Mobile_Food_Vendor?bidId=
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/25707/Permit_Application_Mobile_Food_Vendor?bidId=

Stephen’s website www.ststephensc.gov . Inspections are typically conducted
within (30) thirty business days of the request, but subject to the availability of our
team. Upon completion, a mobile food vendor sticker will be issued.

Operational Permit

The operational permit sticker is valid for 12 months and will be affixed to the unit
by the inspector and must remain visible. Additionally, the vendor must maintain
a printed copy of their approved permit, their Town Business License (TBL), and
the documentation outlined on the application with the mobile food unit during all
hours of operation. Permit holders are subject to inspection at any time during
operation to verify compliance.

Permit Renewal

Operational permits must be renewed at least every 12 months and may be
revoked prior to the expiration date. Itis the responsibility of the mobile food
vendor to renew the permit. Please submit renewal applications 30 days prior to
the expiration date listed on the sticker.


http://www.ststephensc.gov/

